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Set “subtraction”:  The extreme cognitive powers, but none of the routine ones.  So, 
that which we share with hunter-gatherer activity & the lower animals is irrelevant.
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The Argument
(1) Hunter-gatherers possessed the cognitive power P1 to e.g. invent the undisputed

calculus and create literary art of the caliber of Blecher/Proust/Ibsen/. . . .
(2) AI shows us that these early versions of us, to hunt and gather, needed only see AI today

humble cognitive power P hg, where P hg < P1, because P ai ⇡ P hg and,
where P ai is a limit on the cognitive power of AI, AIs can hunt and gather.

) (3) We have (P1 � P hg). abstraction (1), (2)
(4) Our having (P1 � P hg), contra Darwin, is inexplicable by gradual mutation see critique of DoM

and natural selection (i.e. P1 is discontinuous from P hg). see theorem/proof
(5) If our having (P1 � P hg) is explicable, then E1 _ E2 _ God exists. sub-arg
(6) Our having (P1 � P ) is explicable. undeniable
(7) ¬E1 ^ ¬E2 sub-argument

) (8) God exists. modus ponens
(5), (6), (7)
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(7) ¬E1 ^ ¬E2 sub-argument

) (8) God exists. modus ponens
(5), (6), (7)
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See …



See …



Selmer’s Seriated Cup Challenge #1

n m+1

m

m - 1

Suppose you have at your disposal a “factory” that, upon hearing you announce a 
number j, can quickly output a cup having a diameter of precisely j units.  Can you insert 
a new cup between two of the seriated, stacked cups in the tower shown here? — 
where the j you send in must be a positive integer, m is likewise a positive integer, and 
every cup in every tower must be more in diameter than the one immediately above it, 
and less in diameter than the one immediately below it?**  Prove that your answer is 
correct.

“Factory”

m - 2

**E.g., if m = 3, the tower in that case will have a base cup 4 units in diameter, immediately above that a cup 3 units in 
diameter, then a cup 2 units in diameter, and then finally a top cup of 1 unit in diameter.



Selmer’s Seriated Cup Challenge #2

n k

k’

k’’

Suppose you have at your disposal a “factory” that, upon hearing you announce a 
number j, can quickly output a cup having a diameter of precisely j units.  Can you insert 
a new cup between two of the seriated, stacked cups in the tower shown here? — 
where the j you send in must be a positive rational number; k, k’, k’’, k’’’ … are likewise 
positive rational numbers, and every cup in every tower must be more in diameter than 
the one immediately above it, and less in diameter than the one immediately below it?**  
Prove that your answer is correct.

“Factory”

k’’’

**E.g., if k =     , the tower in that case will have a base cup     units in diameter, immediately 
above that there could be a cup    units in diameter, then perhaps a cup     units in diameter, and 
then perhaps finally a top cup of     units in diameter.



Check your history books ...



From my alma mater:  Pennsylvania Gazette Nov/Dec 2009



From my alma mater:  Pennsylvania Gazette Nov/Dec 2009



From my alma mater:  Pennsylvania Gazette Nov/Dec 2009





“On June 18, 1858, Charles Darwin received a 
manuscript from Alfred Russel Wallace, which 
outlined a theory of evolution based on natural 
selection. ...  Darwin’s immediate reaction was 
one of dismay. ...  [That year] Wallace’s paper, 
and a brief summary of Darwin’s theory [were] 
read simultaneously (sic) at the Linnaean Society 
in London on July 1, 1858. ...”



Wallace rejected the claim that the human 
mind, with its capacity for abstract, rational 
thought, is the product of evolution by 
mutation and natural selection, on the basis 
of reasoned argument (Wallace’s Paradox).



Wallace rejected the claim that the human 
mind, with its capacity for abstract, rational 
thought, is the product of evolution by 
mutation and natural selection, on the basis 
of reasoned argument (Wallace’s Paradox).

Darwin did not.  

And he defended his position in a book:


Descent of Man.



Wallace rejected the claim that the human 
mind, with its capacity for abstract, rational 
thought, is the product of evolution by 
mutation and natural selection, on the basis 
of reasoned argument (Wallace’s Paradox).

Darwin did not.  

And he defended his position in a book:


Descent of Man.

Wallace seems to me to be right; Darwin to be wrong…



The book that shook the world, and supposedly obliterated 
the stupid notion that human persons are made in (in 
Milton’s unpacked version of the phrase) God’s image.



Praise for Darwin & DoM

Back cover of my Amazon.com version of DoM:  
“Darwin’s engaging literary style, charming modesty, 
brilliant argument, and discursive method of proof 
makes the book an exhilarating romp through 
Earth’s natural history and Man’s history ...”



Praise for Darwin & DoM

Back cover of my Amazon.com version of DoM:  
“Darwin’s engaging literary style, charming modesty, 
brilliant argument, and discursive method of proof 
makes the book an exhilarating romp through 
Earth’s natural history and Man’s history ...”

Really?

I found no brilliant arguments, and not a single proof.



A Key Proposition



There is at least one mental power possessed by 
human persons, but not by any mere animal; and 
the mental powers of human persons are of a 
wholly different nature than those of mere animals.

A Key Proposition



Efficient Refutation of Darwin’s DoM



Efficient Refutation of Darwin’s DoM

Note:  (3) doesn’t deductively entail that no parts of human personhood are the product of 
evolution.  In other words, (3) can be rephrased as:  “Human persons are not solely and 
completely the product of evolution.”  As seen shortly, the power of human persons to carry 
out abstract, infinitary reasoning (as in the case of developing the tensor calculus) would be 
— according to Wallace & Bringsjord — something that evolution didn’t produce.



Whence comes the first premise in this argument?



From Darwin Himself



From Darwin Himself

“If no organic being excepting man had possessed any 
mental power, or if his powers had been of a wholly 
different nature from those of the lower animals, then 
we should never have been able to convince ourselves 
that our high faculties had been gradually developed.”


(Descent of Man, Part One, Chapter Two)



The Argument
(1) Hunter-gatherers possessed the cognitive power P1 to e.g. invent the undisputed

calculus and create literary art of the caliber of Blecher/Proust/Ibsen/. . . .
(2) AI shows us that these early versions of us, to hunt and gather, needed only see AI today

humble cognitive power P hg, where P hg < P1, because P ai ⇡ P hg and,
where P ai is a limit on the cognitive power of AI, AIs can hunt and gather.

) (3) We have (P1 � P hg). abstraction (1), (2)
(4) Our having (P1 � P hg), contra Darwin, is inexplicable by gradual mutation see critique of DoM

and natural selection (i.e. P1 is discontinuous from P hg). see theorem/proof
(5) If our having (P1 � P hg) is explicable, then E1 _ E2 _ God exists. sub-arg
(6) Our having (P1 � P ) is explicable. undeniable
(7) ¬E1 ^ ¬E2 sub-argument

) (8) God exists. modus ponens
(5), (6), (7)
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E.g., from S.J. Gould:  A big mutation happened 
but lay dormant for ~ 250,000 years.



The Argument
(1) Hunter-gatherers possessed the cognitive power P1 to e.g. invent the undisputed

calculus and create literary art of the caliber of Blecher/Proust/Ibsen/. . . .
(2) AI shows us that these early versions of us, to hunt and gather, needed only see AI today

humble cognitive power P hg, where P hg < P1, because P ai ⇡ P hg and,
where P ai is a limit on the cognitive power of AI, AIs can hunt and gather.

) (3) We have (P1 � P hg). abstraction (1), (2)
(4) Our having (P1 � P hg), contra Darwin, is inexplicable by gradual mutation see critique of DoM

and natural selection (i.e. P1 is discontinuous from P hg). see theorem/proof
(5) If our having (P1 � P hg) is explicable, then E1 _ E2 _ God exists. sub-arg
(6) Our having (P1 � P ) is explicable. undeniable
(7) ¬E1 ^ ¬E2 sub-argument

) (8) God exists. modus ponens
(5), (6), (7)
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The Argument
(1) Hunter-gatherers possessed the cognitive power P1 to e.g. invent the undisputed

calculus and create literary art of the caliber of Blecher/Proust/Ibsen/. . . .
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where P ai is a limit on the cognitive power of AI, AIs can hunt and gather.

) (3) We have (P1 � P hg). abstraction (1), (2)
(4) Our having (P1 � P hg), contra Darwin, is inexplicable by gradual mutation see critique of DoM

and natural selection (i.e. P1 is discontinuous from P hg). see theorem/proof
(5) If our having (P1 � P hg) is explicable, then E1 _ E2 _ God exists. sub-arg
(6) Our having (P1 � P ) is explicable. undeniable
(7) ¬E1 ^ ¬E2 sub-argument

) (8) God exists. modus ponens
(5), (6), (7)
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